ALONG  THE   ROAD

and different. Without ignorance we could not
generalize. Let us thank Heaven for our powers
of forgetting. With regard to the Encyclopaedia^
they are enormous. The mind only remembers
that of which it has some need. Five minutes
after reading about mountain spinach, the ordin-
ary rnan5 who is neither a botanist nor a cook,
has forgotten all about it. Read for amusementj
the Encyclopaedia serves only to distract for the
moment j it does not instruct^ it deposits nothing
on the surface of the mind that will remain. It
is a mere time-killer and momentary tickler of
the mind. 1 use it only for amusement on my
travels ; I should be ashamed to indulge so
wantonly in mere curiosity at home^ during
seasons of serious business*